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Cormier  talks  bumblebee  physics 


by  AnneMarie  Donahue 

On  Feb.  23,  Kent  Recital  Hall  got  a 
taste  of  Hollywood  with  a  screening  of 
the  trailer  from  "The  Bumblebee  Flies 
Anyway,"  a  new  film  tentatively  sched- 
uled to  open  April  30  in  Boston. 

The  film,  about  reclaiming  one's  life 
in  the  face  of  death,  was  based  on  a 
novel  by  Robert  Cormier;  both  Cormier 
and  screenwriter  Jennifer  Sarja  were  on 
hand  to  discuss  the  movie  process  and 
their  feelings  on  the  novel  and  the  film. 

"This  was  a  whirlwind,"  Sarja  said. 
"I  was  graduating  from  college  at  the 
time,  and  getting  offers  and  agents  and 
I  had  to  fake  a  lot  along  the  way."  Sarja 
was  employed  as  a  reader  during  her 
senior-year  internship  at  New  York 
University  when  she  wrote  her  first 
report  on  the  novel,  which  was  pub- 
lished in  1983. 

"I  was  inspired  to  title  the  book  'The 
Bumblebee  Flies  Anyway'  when  I  met 


Robert  Cormier  signs  a  copy  of  "The  Bumblebee  Flies  Anyway." 


this    woman    with    cancer,"    Cormier  sion    and    apparently    doing   fine,    but 

explained  to  the  crowd  gathered  in  Kent  always   felt     a  bit  uneasy   about  the 

on  Feb.  23.    Cormier  went  on  to  talk  prospect  of  a  relapse, 
about  the  woman,  who  was  in  remis-  "Wouldn't  it  be  great  if  you  could 

Continued,  pg  2 


Fifth  annual  game  show  still  a  hit! 


by  AnneMarie  Donahue 

On  Thurs.,  Feb.  25,  the  Office  of 
Campus  Living  put  on  their  annual 
show,  "Let's  Make  a  Deal,  'Cuz  the 
Price  is  Right!"  This  show,  which  is 
currently  in  its  fifth  year  running,  is  a 
combination  of  the  game  shows,  "Let's 
Make  a  Deal"  and  "The  Price  is  Right." 


The  hosts  for  the  evening, 
Errington  and  Carpenter. 


Hosted  by  Aubrey  Errington  and 
Eric  Carpenter,  the  show  featured  many 
other  staff  members  of  the  Office  of 
Campus  Living.  Aubuchon's  Nicole 
Andrea  and  Magdeline  Garcia  were 
featured  during  the  "Price  is  Right" 
portion  as  "Barker's  Beauties." 
Matthew  Scott,  acting  as  emcee  for  the 
evening,  lent  his  voice  as  FSC's  "Don 
Pardo,"  announcing  the  prizes  and 
encouraging  the  crowd  to  participate  in 
the  contestants'  guesses. 

"I'm  not  announcing  another  thing 
until  this  audience  makes  some  noise," 
exclaimed  Scott;  the  crowd  responded 
with  enthusiastic  applause. 

Audience  members  were  treated  to  a 
mix  of  both  game  shows.  First  was 
"The  Price  is  Right,"  which  featured 
such  memorable  games  as 
"Cliffhanger,"  "Hole-In-One,"  "Punch 
Out,"  "Three  Strikes"  and  everybody's 
personal  favorite:  "Plinko."  Also,  "The 
Price  is  Right"  had  the  regular  games 
that  are  featured  on  every  show,  such  as 


the  "Showcase  Showdown,"  and  the 
"Final  Showcase  Showdown." 

Then  it  was  "Let's  Make  a  Deal," 
wherein  the  host  would  wonder  the 
aisle,  trying  not  to  set  off  the  shaky 
sound  system.  Prizes  were  offered 
while  searching  for  normal  items  such 
as  a  lighter,  a  hair  brush  and  then  turn- 
ing to  the  more  unusual  items,  like 
handcuffs  and  FSC  underwear. 

Of  all  the  characters  that  were  pre- 
sented on  and  off  stage  the  most  mem- 
orable and  volatile  would  have  to  be 
Prize  Bunny."  A  surly  character,  he 
taunted  the  contestants  by  withholding 
their  prizes— although  one  member  of 
the  audience  would  disagree  strongly 
after  being  awarded  a  Sony  Play  Station 
by  the  bunny  himself. 

"I  love  you,  Prize  Bunny!" 
screamed  one  FSC  student  during  the 
"Let's  Make  a  Deal"  portion. 

Undoubtedly,  the  biggest  winner  that 
night  was  Robert  Simpson,  who  made  it 

Continued,  pg  2 


News 


Alumni  Association  seeks  nominations 


The  FSC  Alumni  Association  is 
seeking  nominations  for  its  annual  Joel 
D.  Miller  Award,  presented  each  year  to 
an  alumnus  in  the  teaching  profession. 
The  Miller  award,  which  carries  a 
cash  prize  of  about  $  1 ,000,  is  funded  by 
Florence  M.  Miller  in  memory  of  her 
father,  a  former  state  senator  from 
Leominster  who  is  considered  one  of 
the  founders  of  Fitchburg  State  College. 
The  criteria,  established  by  Ms. 
Miller,  require  a  nominee  to  be  a  FSC 
graduate  or  former  student,  to  have 
completed  studies  here  at  least  ten  years 
prior  to  the  nomination  year,  and  to  be 
actively  engaged  in  teaching.  Self- 
nominations  are  not  accepted. 

The  originality  of  the  teacher's  work 
and  the  recommendations  of  former 
students  will  be  the  prime  considera- 
tions by  the  selection  committee,  which 
will  select  a  teacher  who  has  demon- 
strated "unselfish  devotion  to  teaching 
and  who  has  exerted  an  influence  for 
good  on  his  or  her  pupils." 


The  association  is  also  seeking  nom- 
inations for  its  new  Leadership,  Alumni 
Service,  Alumni  Recognition,  and 
Booster  Awards. 

Consisting  of  a  citation  and  a  cash 
prize,  the  Leadership  Award  is  a  new 
award  given  to  alumni  in  the  early 
stages  of  their  careers  (they  must  have 
graduated  from  FSC  within  the  past  ten 
years). 

It  honors  personal  achievement,  pro- 
fessional contributions,  and  leadership 
qualities.  Candidates  must  be  nominat- 
ed by  an  alumnus,  faculty  member,  or 
community  member. 

Nominations  must  include  two  let- 
ters of  recommendations  with  support- 
ing documentation,  along  with  a  profile 
and  resume  or  short  biography. 

The  Service  Award  is  presented  to 
volunteers  of  the  Alumni  Association 
who  have  given  valuable  service  to  the 
organization  and  its  members.  It  recog- 
nizes those  people  who  have  taken  a 
special  interest  in  the  association  and 


have  worked  hard  for  its  benefit. 

The  Recognition  Award  honors 
achievements  of  alumni  in  their  chosen 
field.  Alumni  from  all  professions  are 
eligible.  The  Booster  Award  recognizes 
an  "unsung  hero"  whose  behind-the- 
scenes  work  benefits  the  association 
and  its  members.  Alumni  or  friends  of 
the  association  are  eligible  for  this 
award,  to  be  presented  in  the  fall. 

Nominations  should  be  forwarded  to 
the  Awards  Committee,  in  care  of  the 
Alumni  Association,  FSC,  Fitchburg, 
MA  01420-2697  by  May  1.  For  more 
information,  contact  Candace  Thierry, 
director  of  alumni  relations,  at  (978) 
665-3400. 


'Bumblebee'  creates  quite  a  buzz 

continued  from  pg  1 


erase  her  memory?"  Cormier  asked. 

Cormier  equated  that  notion  to  the 
fact  that,  according  to  physics,  bumble- 
bees cannot  fly,  "but  nobody  bothered 
to  tell  the  bumblebee." 

The  film  "Bumblebee,"  which  was 
filmed  in  New  York  City  with  Elijah 
Wood,  is  about  a  young  man  named 
Barney  Snow.  Snow,  a  patient  who  has 
lost  his  memory,  lives  in  an  experimen- 
tal hospital  known  as  "The  Complex." 

Cormier,  who  is  known  for  writing 
about  his  native  Fitchburg,  regretfully 
admitted  that  the  hospital  is  totally  fic- 
tional. 

Cormier  may  be  better  known  to 
some  as  John  Fitch  IV,  the  author  of 
twice-weekly  observations  on  everyday 
life  in  Fitchburg,  Leominster  and  the 
world  beyond. 

He  has  won  several  awards  from  the 
Associated  Press,  and  is  the  author  of 
several  novels  including  "The 
Chocolate  Wars,"  and  "I  Am  the 
Cheese." 

Sarja,  who  currently  lives  in 
Burbank,  Calif,  is  no  stranger  to  this 
community     herself.  She     is     a 


Jennifer  Sarja 
wrote  the 


Leominster  native] 
who  attended] 

Applewild  in 

Fitchburg,  which! 
offered  a  Robert 
Cormier  course. 
"I'm  sorry  to  admit] 
that  I  didn't  takej 
it,"  Sarja  con- 
fessed, she  did 
admit  to  first  read- 
ing "Bumblebee"  screenplay  for 
as  a  student  at  that  "Bumblebee." 
school. 

The  movie,  which  is  tentatively 
scheduled  to  be  released  in  New  York 
and  Los  Angeles  April  23,  and  in 
Boston  April  30,  stars  Janeane  Garofalo 
as  the  doctor  who  tries  to  help  Snow  put 
the  pieces  of  his  memory  together 
again. 

Cormier's  talk  was  part  of  the  New 
England  Writer's  Series,  and  was  pre- 
sented by  Mary  Chapin  Durling. 

Helen  Vendler  will  be  speaking  in 
Kent  on  Mar.  1 1  at  7:30.  All  students, 
faculty  and  community  members  are 
invited  to  attend. 


Game  show's  a  winner 
continued  from  pg  1 

all  the  way  to  the  final  showcase  show- 
down in  which  Rob  competed  with 
Brian  Puco  to  bet  on  the  prices  of  the 
prize  packages. 

The  first  package  included  a  12- 
speed  mountain  bike,  two-person  dome 
tent,  two  flashlights,  a  cooler,  and  a 
large  nylon/polyester  duffle  bag.  All  of 
these  were  priced  low,  less  than  S200. 
Rob  passed  and  Brian  bid.  The  second 
prize  was  DVD  player,  TV  set,  and  two 
DVD  movies.  At  first  both  contestants 
overbid  and  had  to  rebid  in  order  to 
continue,  but  Rob  won  out  in  the  end. 

Although  some  students  went  home 
with  a  new  TV  or  VCR  to  hook  up,  and 
others  went  home  with  a  bag  of  rags,  or 
cleaning  utensils,  the  real  winners  were 
the  college  and  the  college  community. 

The  price  of  admission  was  one 
canned  good  or  nonperishable  food 
item  to  will  be  donated  to  the  needy  in 
the  surrounding  community. 

This  program  was  an  excellent 
example  of  why  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education,  who  will  be  on  campus 
March  16.  calls  FSC  "The  Leadership 
College." 


Fitchburg  selected 
for  millennium  music 

When  America  welcomes  the  new 
millennium,  Fitchburg  will  be  among 
the  50  cities  and  towns  across  the 
nation  selected  to  celebrate  with  a  spe- 
cially written  piece  of  music.  Fifty 
original  works — one  for  each  state — 
will  be  given  premiere  performances 
on  July  4,  2000,  as  a  part  the 
Continental  Harmony  program.  The 
teaming  of  communities  and  com- 
posers is  spearheaded  by  the  American 
Composers  Forum,  a  national  service 
organization,  and  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts. 

Fitchburg  was  selected  as  the  only 
participating  city  or  town  in 
Massachusetts,  thanks  to  a  grant  writ- 
ten by  the  Recreation,  Education,  Arts, 
Culture  and  History  program  in 
Fitchburg. 

"This  is  a  great  honor  and  opportu- 
nity for  the  city,"  said  REACH  member 
Mary  Chapin  Durling,  director  of  cul- 
tural affairs  at  FSC.  "The  Fourth  of 
July  has  always  been  a  key  day  for  the 
city,  and  this  will  be  a  major  addition  to 
that  historic  tradition." 

The  REACH  group  hopes  to  select 
a  composer  by  early  summer,  and  the 
community-composer  collaborations 
will  continue  through  the  millennium 
performances.  The  musical  project 
will  reflect  the  region's  history,  culture 
and  future  hopes.  The  composer  will 
reside  in  the  community  for  several 
weeks,  write  the  piece  and  help  the 
local  musicians  prepare  the  perfor- 
mance. 

According  to  Chapin  Durling,  plans 
call  for  the  creation  of  a  march  that  will 
capture  the  essence  of  the  city,  includ- 
ing its  physical  landscape  and  it  cultur- 
al heritage. 

"We  plan  to  begin  during  the  July  4 
Civic  Days,  with  the  Fitchburg  High 
School  band  playing  the  inarch  during 
the  morning  parade,"  explained  Chapin 
Durling.  "That  evening,  at  the  Youth  at 
Pops  Concert  and  fireworks,  the  march 
will  be  performed  and  recorded  by  the 
Thayer  Symphony  Orchestra.  Later, 
the  march  will  be  used  at  a  Fitchburg 
State  band  concert  with  performances 
at  the  college,  at  the  dedication  of  the 
new  high  school,  and  at  the  State 
House  in  Boston." 

Plans  also  call  for  the  march  to  be 
used  as  the  city's  theme  music  on  its 
web  site.  continued,  pg.  7 


2 


Home  page  T 


http://vvwvv.aup.edu/htcnl/sMrrirnerJitrrd 


Jj^^JPARIS'99 

Celebrating  our  20th  anniversary  in  providing 
American  quality  summer  education. 

Over  1 00  courses 
SUMMER    French  Immersion 

PROGRAMS   Art  History 

Acting  for  Film.  Filmmaking 
Cultural  Excursions 

THE  AMERICAN  UNIVERSITY  OF  PARIS 
Df|tiierJ^t?gr3ms,  Room  2200 
>2.  ore  St.  E>ui»uilqm;,    75007  Paris,  France 
m.  (33/1 )  4d^l;Q6  14  Fax  (33/1)  40  62  07  17 
few  York  office:  TeL  {111)  98  V 14 14 
m;iil:  summer@atl|«»fr 


Looking  to  make  CASH  this  summer??? 

Consider  renting  a  house  on  the  Cape! 

Typical  jobs:  Waiter/Waitress,  Cooks,  landscaping,  etc. 

Possible  income:  $3,500  -  $6,000  easily! 

All  this  in  three  months  and  walking  distance  to  the 
most  beautiful  beaches  you  have  ever  seen! 

For  more  information  please  contact  The  Point 

@  ext.  3647 


#1  Spring  Break  '99  Vacations! 

Best  Prices  Guaranteed!!! 

Cancun  &  Jamaica  $399,  Bahamas  $459, 

Panama  City  Beach  $129.  Book  now 

&  receive  a  free  "Spring  Break 

Uncensored"  video ! ! !   1  -800-234-7007 

www.endlesssummertours.com 


#1  Florida  Spring  Breaks! 
Free  Parties  with  No  Cover. 

Best  Beachfront  Hotels. 

Panama  City,  Ft.  Lauderdale, 

&  Key  West  from  $129.  Book  Now! 

Free  "Spring  Break  Uncensored" 

video!    1-800-234-7007 
www.endlesssummertours.com 


ATTN:  ALL  ACCOUNTING  MAJORS 

There  will  be  an  informational  meeting  concerning  Fitchburg  State 

College's  student  chapters  of  the  Institute  of  Management  Accountants 

(IMA).  There  will  be  guest  speakers  and  FREE  pizza. 

WHEN:  Thursday,  Mar.  4,  at  1:30  p.m. 
WHERE:  McKay  Campus,  Room  273 

For  more  information,  contact:  Paul  S.  Cloutier  @  348  -  2144 
or  Dr.  Janette  Purcell  @  665  -  3567 


SPRING-BREAK  BEACHES 

Daytona,  Panama  City, 
Padre,  Miami,  Cancun,  Jamaica,  Bahamas,  etc. 

Best  hotels  prices,  parties.  Browse 
www.icpt.com.  Reps  earn  cash,  free  trips 

Call  Inter-Campus  800-327-6013 


GUYS  &  GIRLS 

Meet  Someone  Perfect  for  you 
CALL  NOW!!! 

1-900-896-8960  EXT.  4693 

$2.99  per  min. 
Must  be  18  yrs. 

Serv-U  (619)  645-8434 


FREE     RADIO 
+    $1250! 

Fundraiser  open  to  student 

groups  &  organizations.  Earn 

$3-$5  per  Visa/MC  app.  We 

supply  all  materials  at  no  cost. 

Call  for  info  or  visit  our  website. 

Qualified  callers  receive  a  FREE 

Baby  Boom  Box. 

1-800-932-0528  x  65. 

www.ocmconcepts.com 
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Students  gain 

ACCESS  to  a 

bright  future 

by  Melanie  Creamer 

Whether  they  plan  to  attend  college 
or  go  directly  into  the  work  force, 
Fitchburg  High  School  students  get  a 
helping  hand  from  Fitchburg  State 
College.  Support,  guidance  and  even 
friendship  are  all  offered  in  abundance 
through  a  mentor  program  run  by  the 
ACCESS  office  at  FSC. 

"[High  school]  students  not  only  go 
to  campus  to  observe,  but  the  mentors 
also  go  to  the  high  school  to  support 
their  mentees  at  whatever  activities 
they  were  involved  in,"  Alvin  Riley,  Jr. 
said  in  a  recent  interview.  This  may 
include  cheering  the  mentees  on  at 
baseball  or  basketball  games,  watching 
them  perform  in  school  plays  or  even 
attending  afterschool  club  meetings 
with  them.  The  mentor  program  goes 
beyond  academics  to  offer  social  and 
emotional  support  as  well,"  Riley  said. 
"It  is  fundamentally  built  on  establish- 
ing relationships." 

While  the  15  mentors  work  under 
Riley  and  Patrick  Barosey,  a  counselor 
for  the  ACCESS  program,  their 
mentees  can  thank  Maria  Ulloa- 
Hancock,  for  giving  them  an  extra 
helping  hand. 

"Our  students  look  up  to  their  men- 
tors," Ulloa-Hancock,  a  guidance 
councillor  for  FHS.  said. 

"They  are  closer  in  age,  so  there  is 
a  social  as  well  as  emotional  connec- 
tion. They  see  that  their  mentors  have 
overcome  obstacles  and  succeeded  and 
gone  to  college.  The  mentor  program 
is  one  more  connection  to  the  success 
of  our  students." 

continued,  pg  7 


Create  Man  Again        Great  papers  found  in  'The  Attic9 


by  Marktavian  Martin 

Mother  of  Nature 
Queen  of  Civilization 

Even  with  such  prestigious  titles; 
women  are  disrepected  all  across 
the  nation. 

Let's  being  again  -  Making  man 
the  cause  of  the  original  sin. 

Endow  man  with  menstruation  and 
the  gift  of  bearing  children. 

If  he  walks  a  mile  in  a  woman's 
pumps,  maybe  he'll  show  some 
appreciation. 

Let's  make  man  a  hermaphrodite  - 
with  two  sex  organs:  he  won't  beg 
a  woman  for  sex  all  night. 

Man  will  dedicate  a  day  to  his 
mother. 

Man  will  dedicate  a  month  to  the 
woman  he  abuses,  because  it's 
harder  to  keep  her. 

Let's  create  man  in  the  image  that 
woman  wanted  -  Through  all  the 
beatings,  molestations  and  name 
callings  her  faith  in  God  and  femi- 
nine spirit  has  remained  undaunted. 

Create  man  again  to  respect  his 
partner  in  creation. 

Create  man  again,  so  that  he'll 
learn  to  satisfy  his  woman  and 
avoid  masturbation. 


This  is  for  someone  special 


by  Christine  Valdinocci 

Having  a  great  relationship  with 
someone  means  a  lot  to  me.  My  fiance. 
Jason  Collins,  makes  our  relationship 
as  close  to  perfect  as  I  imagine  one 
could  be.  He  is  committed,  faithful, 
honest,  understanding,  and  he  is  my 
best  friend.     Not  once  in  three  years 


have  I  felt  pressured  to  do  anything  or 
believe  anything.  He  encourages  me  to 
still  be  my  own  person. 

His  sense  of  humor  picks  me  up 
when  I  feel  down.  His  security  in  our 
relationship  makes  me  feel  trusted.  His 
honesty  makes  me  feel  secure. 

Most  of  all.  his  love  makes  me  feel 
cherished. 


by  Kim  Rosado  and  Rondi  E. 
Bloom 

The  staff  of  "The  Attic,"  looking  for 
10  to  15  research  papers  for  the  next 
edition — to  be  presented  to  FSC  at  the 
end  of  the  semester-is  extending  the 
deadline  for  submissions  to  March  8. 
"The  Attic"  is  a  journal  of  the  best  crit- 
ical, analytical,  and  research  essays 
written  by  undergraduate  and  graduate 
students  for  any  of  their  classes  at  FSC. 

Why  submit?  This  is  an  opportuni- 
ty to  add  to  a  resume.  It  also  puts  the 
effort  of  class  papers  to  work  in  a  free 
opportunity  to  be  published  in  a  journal 
open  to  all  majors.  This  is  an  opportu- 
nity to  display  ingenuity  and  intellectu- 
al pursuits  to  the  FSC  communis . 

"It  is  important  that  students  know 
that  they  do  not  have  to  write  new 
papers.    We  are  looking  for  something 


that  they've  already  done."  says  Kim 
Rosado,  one  of  the  editors.  "We  are  also 
looking  to  represent  as  many  majors  as 
possible.  Education,  history,  women's 
studies,  etc.;  we  want  it  all." 

There  are  a  few  guidelines  for  sub- 
mission. First:  the  title  of  the  paper 
should  appear  centered  at  the  top  of 
each  page,  and  the  author's  name 
should  not  appear  anywhere  on  the 
manuscript.  Send  two  copies  of  the 
essay,  no  more  than  1 5  pages  maximum 
in  length,  should  be  double-spaced  on 
white  paper.  Cover  sheets  can  be  found 
at  the  Information  Desk  in  the  M&M 
Lounge,  and  must  accompany  the 
enveloped  copies  of  the  paper. 

Completed  cover  sheets  and 
enveloped  essays  should  be  sent  to  the 
English  department.  Contact  Dr.  Ruwe 
at  x  3364  with  any  questions  or  con- 
cerns. 
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Opinion 

Librarians  working  to  end  the  confusion 


by  Robert  Foley,  Library  Director 

In  response  to  Mr.  Curran's  opinion 
piece  "Let's  end  library  confusion" 
from  the  Feb.  23  issue,  I  would  like  to 
thank  him  for  taking  the  time  to  express 
his  suggestions  because  it  gives  me  and 
the  library  staff  another  forum  to  high- 
light a  few  of  our  new  services. 

We  do  have  two  computer  systems 
for  the  library  and  both  systems  were 
upgraded  during  the  summer:  the  public 
catalog  stand-up  computers  and  the  ref- 
erence computers.  The  reference  com- 
puters have  CD-ROM  databases  and 
the  catalog  computers  do  not.  Both  sets 
of  computers  have  the  library  home 
page  and  therefore  they  both  connect  to 
the  catalog,  to  all  the  on-line  databases, 
to  all  the  websites,  etc..  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  he  didn't  have  to  come  to  the 
library  at  10:00  p.m.,  if  he  has  access  to 
a  computer;  our  website  is 
www.fsc.edu/librar>'.  Unfortunately,  the 
cost  for  a  combined  stand-alone  system 
can  run  up  to  $250,000,  and  until  we 
can  secure  these  funds,  we  will  be  keep- 
ing the  two  systems. 

The  library's  policy  is  to  subscribe 
to  appropriate  on-line  databases  when 
feasible.  To  this  end,  we  do  have  two 
services  that  provide  nine  databases 
that  provide  indexing  and  full-text  arti- 
cles. The  citations  then,  can  be  checked 


We  now  have  two  librari- 
ans covering  the  reference 
desk ...  and  the  questions 
that  they  have  dealt  with 
have  gone  from  319  per 
week  to  410. 


against  our  print  subscriptions  and  the 
full-text  articles.  These  titles  are  listed 
on  the  library  home  page.  We  have 
switched  CD-ROM  subscriptions 
(ERIC  and  CINAHL)  to  on-line  access 
and  have  added  three  new  on-line  data- 
bases. A  reminder:  full-text  articles 
can  be  printed  at  the  nearest  printer,  or 
they  can  be  e-mailed  to  your  address. 

The  FirstSearch  service  provides 
access  to  60  databases,  and  if  used  in 
the  library,  a  password  has  not  been 
needed  since  mid-October.  We  will 
adjust  the  homepage,  so  this  will  be  the 
same  for  the  on-campus  users. 

We  now  have  two  librarians  cover- 
ing the  reference  desk  from  10:00  a.m. 
until  3:00  p.m.,  and  the  questions  that 
they  have  dealt  with  have  gone  from 
3 1 9  per  week,  to  4 1 0. 

Finally,  the  staff  does  provide 
instruction  sheets  at  all  the  computers. 
Students,  faculty,  and  staff  can  indeed 
borrow  materials  from  the  other  Mass 
public  higher  education  libraries.   This 


service  is  discussed  whenever  there  is  a 
library  instruction  class.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  we  loaned  519  items  to  patrons 
who  came  to  us,  including  Mt. 
Wachusett  Community  College  stu- 
dents. On  Sat.,  Feb.  20,  a  student  drove 
from  UMass-Amherst  to  use  our  chil- 
dren's literature  collection:  on  Fri., 
Feb.  19.  a  student  form  Boston 
University  came  to  use  our  "Journal  of 
Humanistic  Psychology." 

It's  regrettable  Mr.  Curran  had  a 
problem  with  his  research.  The  mecha- 
nisms of  organizing  materials  in  a 
library^  should  not  be  the  issue.  The 
Dewey  Decimal  system  or  our  Library 
of  Congress  classification  system,  or 
the  alphabetical  arrangement  of  shelv- 
ing periodicals  is  nothing  more  than  an 
organizing  method.  The  important 
issue  is  information.  Concerns  should 
be  whether  one  is  using  the  appropriate 
terms,  databases,  and  material;  asking 
for  and  getting  the  correct  type  of  help; 
using  the  appropriate  types  of  materi- 
als; using  a  reference  book  for  back- 
ground; what  the  published  experts 
write;  and  what  is  current. 

My  final  comment  comes  from  a 
graduate  student  in  response  to  help 
from  one  of  our  reference  librarians  in 
an  e-mail  dated  Oct.  16,  1998:  "I  can't 
thank  you  enough  for  your  timely  assis- 
tance. .  .  Love  these  computers!" 
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Beware  of  those  air-brushed  beauties 


by  Rondi  E.  Bloom 

The  supermodel,  as  portrayed  to  us 
by  the  media:  she  thinks  herself  a 
demi-goddess,  a  gift  to  man,  the  envy 
of  women.  In  skyscraper  shoes  in  fact. 
she  sashays  across  the  hallway,  thinks 
it  a  dance  floor.   Assured  that  all  eyes 
settle  on  her  now,  she  runs  her  well- 
painted  plastic  fingernails  through  her 
(flammable)  #121  hair.  She  turns  on 
her  toe,  calling  attention  to  her  slim 
side,  earned  by  hours-on-end  in  the 
gym,  and  meals-on-end  neglected. 
She  thinks  that  she  is  the  epitome  of 
discipline  and  body-dedication,  an 
image  to  emulate.  She  laughs,  assured 
we  find  her  funny. 

We    find    her    a   joke    now. 


She  is  as  plastic  herself  as  the  ten 
prosthetics  that  she  bi-weekly  has  filled 
in.  that  she  waves  beneath  her  chin.  She 
is  as  plastic  as  the  foam  which  fills  her 
figure.  She  is  a  joke,  the  punch  line  of 
an    American    anecdote.       She    has 

"Blinding  ourselves  to 

our  true  beauties,  we 

perpetuate  this  cycle 

of  destruction." 

become  an  ideal  turned  inside-out. 
By  laughing  at  her,  we  egg  her  on. 
We  encourage  and  accept  her  air- 
brushedness  as  standard.  We  hide  our 
repulsion  of  her  behind  semi-awe,  on 
pages  of  mass-marketed,  semi-glossed 


layout.  Nineteen  inches  of  pin-pricked 
pixels  further  echo  our  disillusionment 
by  capturing  her  cosmetic  image  within 
technicolor,  compounding  artificial 
color-on-color,  further  proving  that  we 
all  see  more  than  is.  Blinding  ourselves 
to  our  true  beauties,  we  perpetuate  this 
cycle  of  destruction. 

We  pin  her  up,  role  model,  beyond 
our  grasp,  having  established  propor- 
tions and  measurements  improbable  for 
our  patterns.  We  teach  these  unrealistic 
patterns  to  our  children  and  our  friends. 

We  see  her.  smoke  to  be  her.  binge 
and  purge  to  be  her,  stuff  our  bras  to  be 
her.  have  Fat  sucked  out  to  be  her.  inject 
collagen  into  our  lips  and  calves  to  be 
her,  not  realizing  that  even  she  cannot 
be  her. 


Do  they  model  clothing,  or  are 
they  models  for  women  to  mea- 
sure their  worth  by? 


Opinion 


Is  Tyson  a  great  boxer  or  a  great  criminal? 


by  Sam  Ciaramitaro 

As  the  pace  of  my  aging  steadily 
increases  and  the  volume  of  my  wis- 
dom multiplies,  I  see  more  clearly  how 
pathetic  and  maddening  it  is  possible 
for  people  to  become.  Irking  me  this 
week  is  the  fact  that  more  and  more 
often,  hard  criminals  who  are  famous 
are  being  treated  kindly  and  empathized 
with.  There  isn't  space  available  in  this 
newspaper  to  spend  time  talking  about 
the  president  and  his  high  crimes  and 
misdemeanors  that  go  unpunished. 

Instead,  the  focus  is  on  Mike  Tyson. 
He  is  currently  going  back  to  prison  for 
attacking  two  motorists,  ages  50  and 
62,  following  a  traffic  accident  last 
August.  This  is  not  only  a  serious  crim- 
inal act;  it  is  also  a  violation  of  his 

Mike  Tyson  is  viciously 
violent,  and  totally  with- 
out conscience. 

parole  for  the  rape  he  committed  in 
1991  (I  don't  use  the  word  "allegedly," 
because  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind 
that  he  was  guilty  of  committing  the 
crudest  act  against  a  human  being).  He 
was  put  away  for  two  years  this  time, 
which  is  hardly  enough. 

This  of  course  was  not  the  first 
offense  he  committed.  Mike  Tyson  is 
viciously  violent,  and  totally  without 
conscience.  His  record  goes  back  to 


when  he  was  9  years  old,  the  age  when 
children  just  begin  to  understand 
responsibility  for  their  actions.  Not 
many  more  than  a  couple  years  go  by 
between  each  violent  crime  Tyson  per- 
petrates, and  I  can  almost  guarantee  he 
will  be  in  the  news  long  after  his  career 
dies  down. 

Mike  is  like  a  gas  station  with  bro- 
ken pumps,  leaking  all  over  the  place, 
waiting  for  so  much  as  a  single  spark. 
He  hits  whenever  threatened.  He  has 
beaten  most,  maybe  all,  of  his  wives 
and  girlfriends,  putting  the  fear  of  god 
into  them.  Strip  club  entertainers,  car 
valets,  and  anyone  from  the  general 
public  who  gets  in  his  way  or  denies  his 
sexual  advances  has  charged  him  with 
physical  or  sexual  abuse. 

Already,  he  has  acted  out  in  prison 
violently,  probably  because  he  knows 
he  will  never  again  regain  his  career  (he 
threw  a  TV  after  a  guard  made  him  get 
off  the  phone). 

It  disturbs  me  to  no  end  to  see  that 
this  man,  this  sick,  twisted,  and — in  my 
opinion — insane  man,  still  has  the 
attention,  love  and  devotion  from  fans 
across  the  world. 

It  is  not  as  if  he  has  done  something 
wrong,  regretted  it  and  repented  for  it. 
He  is  not  even  close  to  having  the  qual- 
ifications for  forgiveness.  His  entire  life 
is  peppered  with  violent  crimes,  pun- 
ished or  not,  and  he  is  lucky  to  have  the 
boxing  talent  he  has  that  has  enabled 
him  to  get  out  of  paying  for  them. 


Tyson  the  Great 

But  therein  lies  the  problem.  Is  it 
right  to  absolve  people  of  crimes  sim- 
ply because  they  are  big  figures  in  the 
media?  It  seems  to  happen  more  and 


more.  It  happens  to  sports  stars,  movie 
heroes,  politicians,  even  people  who 
just  get  a  lot  of  media  attention.  It 
seems  as  if  our  justice  system  is  going 
soft  on  them,  while  we  as  a  public  are 
giving  it  all  a  pass.  Maybe  it  is  because 
we  feel  that  the  person  will  not  strike 
again,  as  they  are  in  the  public  eye.  This 
is  irrational;  it  didn't  prevent  them  the 
first  time. 

It  seems  so  obvious  to  me  that  this 
piece  of  scum  should  not  be  allowed  to 
participate  in  our  society.  He  only 
brings  his  temper  and  violence,  which 
will  never  change.  Even  in  his  many 
court  proceedings,  where  one  would 
hope  to  be  the  most  well-presented,  he 
tends  to  lose  his  temper. 


Still,  he  is  given  a  pass.  Why,  when 
it  is  so  obvious  that  he  will  only  strike 
again?  What  if  he  kills  the  next  time  he 
acts  out?  Will  a  judge  be  able  to  make 
the  decision  ethically  to  put  him  away 
for  only  a  year?  No  jail  sentence  for 
Mike  Tyson  would  never  be  enough. 

I  wish  he  had  been  successful  in  his 
1988  suicide  attempt.  I  would  not  be 
writing  this  article,  and  the  people  in  his 
life  would  have  been  much  better  off.  I 
must  admit,  Tyson  is  a  captivating 
boxer,  arguably  the  best  there  ever  was. 

And  I  am  in  no  way  against  the  cap- 
italist ideal  of  making  as  much  money 
as  possibly  in  whatever  way  legal.  So  I 
am  content  with  the  millions  generated 
by  his  entertainment.  But  the  things  he 

hns   Hnnp   nre    wrong   and    inpxriisnhlp 


Also,  his  personality  and  past  history 
show  that  he  will  never  change,  or  at 
least  not  until  he  turns  that  magical  age 
where  hormones  begin  to  escape  his 
body. 

When  we  start  letting  people  off 
because  of  their  status,  we  tell  people 
that  it  is  okay  to  commit  those  crimes. 
Instead,  people  like  Mike  should  be 
banished  from  society  -  locked  away 
for  a  long  time. 

No  matter  how  influential,  loved  or 
talented,  a  person's  violations  must  be 
judged  on  the  same  level  as  a  nobody 
like  me.  As  it  stands  right  now,  if  I 
wanted  someone  dead,  all  I  have  to  do 
is  aspire  to  fame.  That's  a  twisted,  sick- 
ening, and  depressing  thought. 


reach  for  music       Students  gain  ACCESS  to  a  brighter  future 


continued  from  pg  2 

Other  members  of  the  REACH  col- 
laboration include  Helen  Obermeyer 
Simmons  of  FSC,  Ruth  Penka  of  the 
Fitchburg  Historical  Society,:  Anja 
Chavez  and  Marianne  Menger  of  the 
Fitchburg  Art  Museum,  Michael 
Lanava  of  the  Fitchburg  Economic 
Development  Commission  and  Ted 
Brovitz  of  Fitchburg  By  Design. 
REACH  is  a  combined  effort  of  FSC, 
the  Fitchburg  Art  Museum,  Fitchburg 
By  Design,  Fitchburg  Historical 
Society,  and  Fitchburg  Industrial 
Development  Commission,  created  in 
response  to  a  new  economic  develop- 
ment grant  offered  through  the 
Massachusetts  Cultural  Council. 


continued  from  pg  4 

The  mentor  program  provides  a 
number  of  different  opportunities  for 
FHS  students. 

Riley  put  a  tutoring  program  in 
place  as  a  way  to  help  FHS  students 
strengthen  their  academic  skills  for  the 
college  curriculum.  The  After-school 
tutoring  sessions  at  FHS  are  coordinat- 
ed by  Dean  Fuller,  a  teacher  and  ice 
hockey  coach  at  FSC. 

Sessions  are  also  held  at  the  college, 
according  to  Riley.  "I  wanted  to  con- 
nect the  students  to  the  campus  and  I 
wanted  them  to  be  familiar  with  our 
office,"  Riley  explained. 

Magdalene  Garcia,  a  communica- 
tions major  in  her  junior  year  at  FSC, 


said  her  goal  as  a  mentor  is  to  keep  the 
high-school  students  on  track  and  mov- 
ing forward. 

"When  students  are  having  difficul- 
ty in  their  classes,  we  help  them  in  any 
way  we  can,"  Garcia  said. 

Last  semester,  Riley  instituted  a 
shadowing  program  that  allows 
Fitchburg  High  School  students  to 
shadow  students  at  Fitchburg  State,  so 
they  could  experience  a  typical  day  in 
the  life  of  a  college  student. 

Riley  also  encourages  the  mentees  to 
attend  on-campus  theater  productions, 
art  exhibits,  film-screenings  and  athlet- 
ic events. 

Riley  and  Barosey  have  also  taken 


FHS  students  to  visit  several 
Massachusetts  colleges.  "Of  course, 
the  first  place  we  took  them  was  FSC," 
Riley  said. 

"We  also  took  them  to  Northeastern, 
and  to  Mount  Wachusett  Community 
College.  I  wanted  to  show  them  at  least 
three  different  kinds  of  institutions." 

Students  who  want  to  go  to  college 
get  practical  help  in  the  application 
process,  as  ACCESS  helps  them  fill  out 
application  forms,  apply  for  financial 
aid  and  prepare  for  entrance  exams. 

Fitchburg  State  College  has  been  des- 
ignated "The  Leadership  College,"  and 
its  mentors  take  pride  in  serving  as 
leaders  in  the  community. 
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Entertainment 


Ginsu  Theatre  presents  'Bordello  of  Bloocf 


by  Evil  Trevor 

This  is  the  first  of  what  will  turn 
into  a  weekly  feature  in  this  paper.  I 
appreciate  that  people  like  to  review 
current  movies,  but  there  are  those 
of  us  who  are  addicted  to 
"Fangoria,"  those  of  us  who 
absolutely  love  "Tales  from  the 
Crypt,"  and  love  more  than  anything 
else  a  good  old  fashioned  scare 
accompanied  with  very  unrealistic 
blood  and  cheesy  effects. 

This  week's  movie  will  be  'Tales 
From  the  Crypt:  Bordello  of 
Blood."  Starring  such  mediocre 
names  as  Erika  Eleniak,  from  sever- 
al issues  of  "Playboy,"  and  Angie 
Everheart,  the  hottest  lesbian  walk- 
ing on  two  legs.  Also  in  this  epic 
tale  of  the  first  woman  created  by 
God,  who  discovers  that  she's  a  les- 
bian, is  Corey  Feldman,  making  an 
appearance  without  his  counterpart 
Corey  Heim  (evidently  they've  been 
having  marital  problems)  and 
Dennis  Miller,  who  has  found  his 
calling  in  10-10  commercials! 

This  movie  focuses  on  the  life 
and  sex  life  of  Lilith,  for  those  bibli- 


cal scholars  amongst  my  readers, 
who  is  the  original  woman  created 
for  Adam  as  an  equal.  She  refuses 
to  take  him  as  a  husband  and  is  sen- 
tenced to  hell  for  her  lifestyle.  Lilith 
(Everheart)  is  awakened  by  Vincent 
and  starts  up  business  as  a  bordello 
madame  in  a  small  town.  Caleb 
(Feldman)  is  lured  to  this  house  of 
ill  repute  by  a  wirey  little  character 
who  promises  "the  best  God-  piece 
of  -,  in  the  whole  God-  world." 
Caleb  is  captured  and  turned  into  a 
vampire. 

Enter  the  Playboy  bunny,  posed 
as  an  administrative  assistant  to  a 
Bible-thumping  preacher  Catherine 
(Eleniak)  hires  Rafe  Gutman 
(Miller)  to  find  him.  Gutman  tracks 
down  the  boy  to  the  bordello  and  it's 
just  nothing  but  one  liners,  scantily- 
clad  vampire  women,  and  one  great 
battle  scene  of  Gutman  teamed  up 
with  the  preacher  to  battle  a  room 
full  of  scantily-clad  vampire 
women. 

This  film  is  a  great  example  of 
how  to  make  a  movie  without  a 
script.  Just  hire  a  guy  who  won't, 
for  the  life  of  him,  shut  up  and  has  a 


quick  remark  for  everything,  put 
him  in  a  bordello  full  of  half-naked 
vampire  bimbets,  and  watch  the 
movie  unfold  in  front  of  you.  The 
only  real  problem  I  have  with  this 
movie  is  that  the  movie  itself  isn't 
sure  what  genre  it  wants  to  be:  com- 
edy or  horror?  Miller  simply  refus- 
es to  be  scared  in  a  movie,  which 
often  helps  and  audience  empathize 
with  the  characters,  and  the  cheap 
effects  keep  me  from  thinking  it  is 
scary.  The  only  part  of  this  movie 
that's  truly  horrifying  is  watching 
Deputy  Mongo  eat  split  pea  stew! 
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Japanese  performance 
group  scheduled 

Odaiko  New 
England,  which 
performs  an 
ancient 
Japanese  form 
of  drumming 
and  movement, 
will  present  a 
free  public  per- 
formance at 
Fitchburg  State 
College  on 
Mar.  3,  at  12:30  p.m.,  in  Weston 
Auditorium. 

The  predominantly  female  group 
weaves  the  sound  and  tradition  of 
Japanese  Taiko  with  contemporary 
influences  including  jazz,  rock,  with 
Latin  and  African  rhythms. 

'Taiko,"  Japanese  for  "drum,"  is 
part  of  the  Japanese  Shinto  and 
Buddhist  religions,  as  well  as  part 
of  the  country's  mythology.  It  was 
used  to  inspire  Samurai  warriors 
and  mark  the  boundaries  of  villages. 

The  event  is  part  of  the  college's 
Women's  History  Month  celebra- 
tion. For  more  information,  call 
(978)  665-3809. 


Elizabeth':  Absolute  power  demands  absolute  loyalty 


by  Guy  Marochino 

4  out  of  5  stars 

From  the  opening  scene,  the 
movie  immediately  sucks  you  into 
history.  The  protestant  heretics  are 
burnt  mercilessly  at  a  grisly  stake, 
while  cursed  to  burn  in  hell.  Clearly, 
England  is  a  gloomy  state,  ruled  by 
the  humorless  zealot,  Queen  Mary 
(Burke).  Mary  is  hell-bent  on  con- 
verting or  murdering  Elizabeth, 
unlikely  heir  to  the  throne.  Mary 
and  Elizabeth  are  half-sisters, 
daughters  of  King  Henry  the  VIII,  at 
odds  for  the  throne;  Queen  Mary 
screams  out  loud  "my  sister  was 
born  a  whore  of  that  Ann  Boleyn!" 
Even  the  councilmen  are  against 
Elizabeth   becoming  queen  as  her 


sister  dies  from  a  terminal  disease. 
After  a  discussion  and  a  promise, 
which  Elizabeth  does  not  keep, 
Queen  Mary  is  more  than  happy  to 
give  the  throne  over  to  her,  the  only 
other  heiress  of  the  dead  King. 

Cate  Blanchett  does  a  hands- 
down  marvelous  job  of  portraying 
this  incredible  lady.  She  truly  cap- 
tures the  essence  of  a  modern-day 
feminist  in  the  middle  ages.  The 
women  disagrees  and  shuns  mar- 
riage, disrespectful  to  the  church  in 
that  time.  Blanchett  carries  this 
woman  through  the  transition  from  a 
frightened  young  queen  to  an  over- 
confident one.  Blanchett  sweeps  the 
best  actress  category  for  an  Oscar! 

Director  Shekar  Kapur  offers 
nothing  but  intoxicating  imagery, 
naughty  shenanigans,  an  epic  tale, 


and  stunning  cinema.  During  the 
first  45  minutes  of  this  movie,  each 
shot  resembles  a  classic  painting  in 
a  museum,  shot  with  a  voyeuristic 
approach,  with  imagery  shot 
through  windows.  The  camera  work 
was  breathtaking,  and  he  directs 
with  ambitious  panache.  He  gave  it 
a  classy  feel  all  the  way  throughout 
the  film.  Even  the  takes  of  a  guard 
knifing  the  hair  from  a  protestant's 
bloody  scalp  becomes  an  awesome 
sight. 

This  movie  really  caught  my 
attention,  from  the  first  title 
sequence  to  the  dead  stare  of  the 
Queen.  "Elizabeth:  the  Virgin 
Queen"  is  a  sure  win  on  classic  his- 
tory. 

This  movie  will  leave  nothing  but 
pure  awe. 
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Students,  Faculty  &  Staff  now  have  the  ability  to  access  the  Internet 
by  making  a  local  phone  call  anywhere  in  MA,  NH,  RI  while  still  utiliz- 
ing their  FSC  email  account.  We  are  also  making  this  available  to 
Alumni  and  the  Community  for  interest  access  utilizing  one  of  the  free 
email  services  available  (i.e.  hotmail,  yahoo,  lycos).  All  points  of  pres- 
ence (POP  sites)  are  100%  digital,  each  POP  supports  analog  modem 
traffic  up  to  K56flex-v.90  traffic,  and  ISDN  to  128Kbps.  We  have  alle- 
viated common  problems  like  busy  signals  and  modem  incompatibility 
to  satisfy  the  Fitchburg  State  College  community's  needs. 

Three  programs  are  available:  $14.95  for  unlimited  monthly  access; 

$7.95  for  10  hours  of  service  ($1.00  each  additional);  $29.95  for  64k 

ISDN  unlimited  access.  You  will  be  billed  by  DSCI  directly  (methods 

of  payment  -  credit  card,  check  or  money  order)  and  utilize  their  24x7 

help  desk  for  assistance.  For  more 

information  please  contact  DSCI  at  (800)  538-0304  or 

info@DSCI-net.com,  on  campus  help  desk  representatives  @  x4500  of 

helpdesk@fsc.edu,  or  online  at: 
http://www.fsc.edu/-mis/userservices/falconnet_helpdesk/remoteaccess.htm 


Sign  up  today  and  soar  with  Falcon  Net 


Fiscfifcurg  Sto'.e  College  -  The  Ea.ry  Days 


And  remember  when  your 
financial  institution: 

p»  Provided  friendly,  personal  service,  with  a  smile. 
►-  Talked  to  you,  and  called  you  by  name. 

►  Cared  about  you  and  your  finances. 

►  Promised  you  satisfaction. 
P*  Treated  you  like  royalty 

That's  the  way  it  still  is,  here 
at  YOUR  credit  union! 


FITCHBURG 


MUNICIPAL  EMPLOYEES 
FEDERAL  CREDIT  UNION 


¥ 


718  Main  Street  •  Fitchburg,  MA  01420 
342-1827 


Bring  in  this  Ad  -  we'll  deposit  the  first  $10  in  your  new  account! 
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Sports 

Ground  Zero  heats  up  billiards,  table  tennis  tournament 


by  Kevin  Carr 

Ground  Zero  hosted  the  Association 
of  College  Unions  International  tourna- 
ment for  billiards  and  table  tennis  on 
Feb.  6.  Top  billiards  and  table  tennis 
players  from  UConn,  MIT,  Harvard, 
and  other  schools  competed  against  our 
representatives  from  FSC. 

This  was  the  first  time  Fitchburg 
State  College  hosted  the  ACUI  event  in 
awhile,  and  it  was  widely  received  by 
FSC  students. 

In  the  last  few  years,  FSC  has  gained 
a  great  reputation  at  the  tournament, 
despite  being  one  of  the  smallest 
schools  participating. 

The  brightest  star  from  Fitchburg 
State  was  Jake  Shattuck.  Shattuck,  a 
senior,  represented  FSC  in  billiards  for 
three  seasons,  and  came  into  his  own  at 
the  tournament. 

He  Finished  fifth  in  the  region,  show- 
ing the  poise  and  precision  of  a  cham- 
pion. Shaky  Jake  shined  this  year;  with 
the  possibility  of  a  return  in  2000  not 
out  of  the  question,  the  national  circuit 
might  be  next. 


The  other  representative  for 
Fitchburg  State  College,  Ground  Zero's 
James  Clark,  did  an  exceptional  job 
playing  in  his  first  tournament.  He 
placed  in  the  middle  of  the  pack  by 
tying  for  sixteenth.  Clark  showed  tal- 
ent and  promise. 

FSC's  table  tennis  players  went 
against  the  ACUI  competition,  and  had 
a  very  respectable  showing. 

Many  of  the  players  in  the  tourna- 
ment had   national  experience,   and  a 


few  were 

prospects  for  the 
pre-Olympian 
program.  Matt 
"Terminator" 
Gauvin  and 

Steven  "Rookie" 
Bowker  brought 
up  the  rear  in  a 
very  respectable 
showing. 

Gauvin  closes 
out  his  FSC 
career  as  one  of 
the  legends  in 
table  tennis,  with 
students  coming 
far  and  wide  to  challenge  the  time-test- 
ed veteran. 

Bowker  looks  to  take  over  Gauvin's 
dominating  spot  for  years  to  come,  and 
establish  his  place  among  the  few  hal- 
lowed legends  of  FSC  table  tennis. 

Let's  hope  the  trend  continues  at  the 
2000  tournament.  Congratulations  to 
all  the  players  and  to  Fitchburg  State 
College. 


Ground  Zero  offers  students  more  opportunities 


by  Kevin  Carr 

As  you  may  or  may  not  have  seen, 
there  have  been  many  changes  down  at 
Ground  Zero  the  game  room.  Ground 
Zero  has  opportunities  for  students  to 
participate  in  a  number  of  activities  this 
semester. 

The  newest  features  are  the  newly- 
renovated  billiards  tables  and  the  ping- 
pong  table.  Completely  renovated  over 
winter  break,  four  of  the  billiards  tables 
have  new  bumpers,  rails,  and  felt.  This 
brought  the  tables  up  to  the  to 
American  Colleges  and  Universities 
International  standard.  Equipment 
worth  a  several  thousand  dollars  was 
purchased  thanks  in  part  to  charging 
students  for  using  the  billiards  tables. 
Student  money  has  bought  a  number  of 
the  improvements;  many  are  still  on  the 
way. 

Many  tournaments  have  been 
planned  for  the  semester,  with  some 
new    and    experimental    ones    being 


planned.  The  Fitchburg  State 
Table  Tennis  Challenge  is  sched- 
uled for  the  end  of  March,  and 
will  settle  the  age-old  question  of 
who  is  better  at  table  tennis.  The 
candidates  are  the  undergraduate 
students,  led  by  ACUI  partici- 
pants Matt  Gauvin  and  Steven 
Bowker,  or  the  faculty,  staf  f,  and 
graduate  students,  rumored  to  be 
led  by  Brian  Bicknell  of  Student 
Activities,  and  the  crafty  veteran 
Dennis  from  the  Facilities 
department.  The  winner  will  be 
crowned  the  Grand  Master  Puba 
of  FSC  table  tennis,  and  will  be 
entered  into  the  table  tennis  Hall 
of  Fame. 

Ground  Zero  is  here  for  FSC 
students.  Other  exciting  offerings  are 
being  planned  for  the  Spring  Expo 
(similar  to  Winter  Mania,  when  FSC 
had  that  huge  blow-up  slide  in  the 
M&M  Lounge  in  January).  In  the 
meantime,  come  down  to  Ground  Zero 


and  participate  in  all  the  activities  and 
fun. 

For  playing  information,  or  to  give 
suggestions,  comments,  or  concerns, 
please  contact  Kevin  Carr  at  x3350. 


The  quest  for  the 
championship  begins 

by  Michael  McGonigle 


The  Falcons  continued  on  with  their 
winning  ways  as  they  ended  their  sea- 
son with  two  victories  last  weekend.  In 
their  game  on  Saturday,  the  Falcons 
faced-off  against  St.  Michael's  College. 
The  Falcon's  were  caught  by  surprise 
in  the  first  period  as  St.  Michael's  got 
on  top  with  a  3-0  lead.  With  time  run- 
ning out  in  the  period,  Brian  Baldassare 
fed  a  nice  pass  to  Jason  Cook  for  FSC's 
first  goal  of  the  game.  Although  they 
were  down  3-1,  the  Falcons  came  out 
of  the  locker-room  for  the  second  peri- 
od with  scoring  on  their  mind.  Their 
number  one  scoring  offense  erupted  in 
a  four-goal  period,  which  gave  them 
the  lead,  and  they  never  looked  back. 
Robert  Higgins  added  a  power  play 
goal  in  the  third' period  as  the  Falcon's 
skated  to  a  6-3  victory. 

Sunday  proved  to  be  a  great  day  for 
the  Falcons  as  they  ousted  visiting 
Tufts  University,  5-0.  FSC's  power- 
play  was  on  fire,  scoring  on  three  out  of 
five  opportunities.  Jeff  Duross  led  his 
team  to  victory,  scoring  two  goals. 
Netminder  Nick  Gangemi  put  out 
another  fine  performance  saving  all  25 
shots  he  faced  for  his  first  shutout  of 
the  season. 

With  the  regular  season  out  of  the 
way,  the  ECAC  hockey  pairings  are  set 
for  this  winters  tournament  of  champi- 
ons. Our  FSC  Falcons  are  placed 
behind  no.  1  ranked  rival  UMass- 
Dartmouth.  FSC  faces-off  tonight  at 
7:30  p.m.,  at  the  Wallace  Civic  Center 
for  a  quarterfinal  match-up  vs.  no.  7 
ranked  Plymouth  State  College. 

Drop-in  Center  opens  today! 

The  Academic  Success  Center  will 
open  a  new  drop-in  center  today.  It  will 
be  located  on  the  third  floor  of  the 
Hammond  building,  in  the  reading  lab. 
Students  can  come  here  from  8:30  a.m. 
to  3:30  p.m.  during  the  week,  to  study 
by  themselves,  or  with  assistance.  A 
monitor  will  be  available  to  sign  you  in 
and  out,  and  help  you  with  problems 
you  might  have,  having  to  do  with 
homework.  Come  and  check  it  out,  it's 
a  great  place  to  get  some  quiet  time  to 
study,  and  find  out  where  tutoring  is 
available. 
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It's  time  for  the  Pointee  Awards 


by  Steven  Beck 

Before  we  get  to  the  festivities  at 
hand,  I  will  insert  only  one  mention  of 
the  game  on  Tuesday,  we  lost.  Thus  the 
season  comes  to  a  close  with  a  4-21 
record. 

The  time  for  rest  and  contemplation 
on  what  next  year  will  be  all  about  for 
the  fighting  Falcons  can  be  put  off  for  a 
bit  to  take  in  the  achievements  that 
were  accomplished  by  the  team. 

This  is  a  time  for  coach  and  players 
to  ponder  a  trip  to  a  place  of  basketball 
games  played  without  the  constraints  of 
the  setting  sun.  This  is  a  time  for  the 
injured  to  finally  get  the  rest  that  has 
been  needed. 

What  started  on  Nov.  24  against 
UMass-Boston  and  ended  in  Westfield 
on  Feb.  23,  was  Coach  Wells's  first  sea- 
son at  the  helm.  Thanks  for  your  efforts 
Coach! 

Now  comes  the  "Pointees!"  ESPN 
has  it's  Espy's,  while  Fitchburg  State 
has  it's  Pointees. 

Our  crack  staff  here  at  The  Point 
have  taken  a  look  at  the  statistics,  gone 
to  some  of  the  games,  and  even  gone  as 
far  as  to  go  out  and  solicit  the  opinions 


of  athletic  community   to  bring  you 
these  awards. 

We  bring  these  awards  to  you  in  the 
hopes  that  it  will  show  the  players  and 
coaches  that  they  are  appreciated  by 
the  FSC  community. 

For  the  team's  MVP  the  award  goes 
to  senior  Sarah  Harding.  She  led  the 
team  in  points,  assists,  and  3-point 
shooting.  Harding  also  pulled  in  second 
in  free  throw  percentage  and  steals. 

The  Most  Improved  Player  award  is 
given  to  Maryann  Michaud. 
Nicknamed  "Street"  by  her  team,  the 
freshman  started  the  season  timidly, 
finding  quite  a  bit  of  time  on  the  pine.  If 
you  saw  her  playing  by  the  end  of  the 
season,  you  might  ask  if  she  had  a  twin, 
she  had  changed  that  much. 

The  sixth  woman  Pointee,  or 
"Rodman"  award  goes  to  Danielle 
Delgado.  Delgado,  coming  off  the 
bench  to  add  a  powerful  punch  for  the 
team,  led  the  team  in  rebounding  with 
120.  Also  with  the  injuring  of  guard 
Brandy  LeBlance,  she  stepped  up  her 
game  to  help  fill  the  void  in  ball  han- 
dling. 

Now  we  can  get  to  some  the  more 
specialized  awards,  that  should  not  be 
overlooked.     First  we  have  the  "Most 


likely  to  start  a 
fight"  award  goes 
to  co-winners 
Jessica  Peer  and 
Emily  Spring. 
These  two  young 
women  play  this 
game  with  a  pas- 
sion. I  am  glad 
that  I  was  not  the 
person  they  got 
upset  with  on  the 
other  team.  "Hell 
hath  no  fury  like  a 
women  scorned." 
The  "Being 
everywhere  play- 
er" award  goes  to   

Brandee  Bunnap. 

It  did  not  matter  what  was  going  on  in 
the  game,  if  you  saw  the  ball  she  would 
surely  be  seen  following  close  behind, 
threatening  people  not  to  touch  it.  It 
takes  a  lot  of  energy  to  go  out  and  get 
on  the  court,  but  in  Brandee's  case  I 
think  she  watched  a  lot  of  those  pink 
bunny  commercials.  She  was  the 
bunny! 

Now  comes  the  award  I  personally 
think  is  uncalled  for,  but  the  public 
wants    it   to   be    known,    so    let    it    be 


The  recipients  of  the  coveted  Pointee 
awards  for  women's  basketball. 


known!  The  "Hottest  Bod"  award  goes 
to  Sarah  Harding.  She  did  not  seek  out 
such  an  award,  which  makes  it  all  the 
better,  cbeause  vanity  is  foolish,  and 
Sarah  es  la  naturale. 

Congratulations  to  all  the  award  win- 
ners and  the  entire  team  for  a  season 
full  of  effort.  Also,  a  huge  thanks  to  the 
flock  of  fans  that  attended  games,  come 
back  again  next  year! 


FSC  soccer  teams  sport  new  coaching  staff 


by  Rhalda  Jansen 

The  FSC  soccer  teams  had  a  little 
scare  a  short  while  ago,  when  both 
men's  and  women's  coaches  resigned 
from  their  position.  Two  awesome  peo- 
ple have  been  found  to  replace  them 
though,  and  the  teams  are  already  on 
their  way  to  work  on  having  a  great  sea- 
son next  year. 

On  Feb.  2,  Ken  Morin  was  named 
men's  soccer  head  coach  at  FSC.  Morin 
will  take  over  for  Martin  Aristegui, 
who  coached  the  Falcons  for  four  sea- 
sons. 

Morin  is  no  stranger  to  the  FSC  soc- 
cer program,  he  was  the  former  FSC 
assistant  coach  under  former  head 
coach  Malcolm  MacPherson.  He 
helped  the  men  win  their  first  and  only 
MASCAC  title  in  1988.  The  following 
year,  Morin  became  the  boys'  varsity 
soccer  coach   at  Algonquin   Regional 


High  School.  He  has  since  then  regis- 
tered an  1 1 8-49-32  record. 

Morin  was  also  awarded  Central 
Mass  Coach  of  the  Year  in  1993  and 
1998.  Morin  is  looking  forward  to 
return  to  coaching  at  a  college  level, 
and  wishes  to  use  his  attained  skills  and 
experience  to  bring  our  men's  soccer 
program  back  up  to  the  top. 

Jim  Callahan  has  been  named  assis- 
tant men's  soccer  coach,  at  FSC,  and  is 
to  assist  Morin. 

The  two  men  have  already  coached 
together  for  four  years  at  Algonquin 
High.  Callahan  has  coached  the  girls' 
junior  varsity,  boys'  freshmen,  and  has 
also  served  as  an  assistant  to  Morin  on 
the  varsity  boys'  team. 

On  Feb.  16,  Tara  Meagher  was 
named  head  women's  soccer  coach. 
Meagher  will  take  over  for  Ed  Depuis, 
who  coached  the  Falcons  for  five  sea- 
sons. Meagher  is  a  1997  graduate  of  the 


University  of  New  Haven,  and  was  a 
four-year  starter  for  the  Charger  soccer 
team.  She  was  awarded  MVP  in  both 
her  sophomore,  and  senior  year. 

Meagher  has  worked  on  two  junior 
varsity  programs,  one  at  David  Proudy 
High  School,  and  the  other  at  Shepherd 
Hill  High  School.  She  coached  her 
Shepherd  Hill  team  to  an  undefeated 
season  last  semester. 

In  her  young  career,  Meagher  has 
worked  many  camps,  including  the 
very  prominent  "One  on  One"  soccer 
camp,  one  of  the  largest  camps  in  the 
Northeast. 

All  of  the  new  coaches  are  still  start- 
ing to  get  to  know  their  players,  and  I 
wish  all  of  them  the  best  of  luck  for 
next  season! 

And  if  you  ever  do  decide  to  go  to 
Holland,  give  me  a  buzz,  and  I'll  show 
ya  around! 


Falcon  News 

Matt  Galant  has  been  named  assis- 
tant baseball  coach  at  FSC.  Galant  will 
assist  the  baseball  Falcons  and  coach  in 
their  upcoming  season.  He  is  a  1998 
graduate  of  Bridgewater  State  College, 
and  was  a  four-year  letter  winner  with 
the  Bear  baseball  team.  He  was  also 
named  to  the  1997  All-MASCAC 
team. 

The  hockey  Falcons  won  both  of 
their  home  games.  On  Sat.,  Feb.  27, 
they  beat  St.  Michael,  6-3;  and  on  Sun., 
Feb.  28,  they  beat  Tufts,  5-0. 

Congrats  on  the  great  games  guys! 

The  Dutch  One  was  the  only  Falcon 
running  this  weekend.  She  mostly 
coughed  on  herself,  but  also  ran  a 
decent  race,  coming  in  tenth  in  the  New 
England  Div.  Ill,  with  2  minutes,  26 
seconds  in  her  800-meter  run. 

Anthony  "Thanks-for-the-ride" 
Conso,  Jackie  Savoury,  and  the  Dutch 
One  will  participate  in  the  ECAC's  at 
Boston  University  next  Saturday. 

The  women's  basketball  team  ended 
its  season  with  a  4-21  record. 
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